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From the HilltopFrom the Hilltop

www.tandemfs.org for details

1 ¥ Spring Concert
4 ¥ Spring Music Festival 
5-16 ¥ AP Exams
9 ¥ 8th Grade Dinner/Dance
19 ¥ Senior Show
20 ¥ 5th Grade Celebration of Learning
21 ¥ Winter/Spring Sports Awards
22 ¥ Last Day of Classes
23 ¥ 4th Annual Film Festival
26 ¥ No School
27-29 ¥ Exams
29 ¥ Senior Class Baccalaureate
30 ¥ 8th Grade Graduation
31 ¥ Senior Commencement

1-4 ¥ Emphasis Week
7-11 ¥ Spring Break Ð No School
11-13 ¥ Bridge Film Festival, Brooklyn
17 ¥ MS Poetry and Prose
18 ¥ MS Dance
23 ¥ Senior Project Presentations
25 ¥ GrandparentÕs Day
25-26 ¥ 6th Grade Play Seussical, Jr.
28 ¥ Sophomore Seminar Capstone

14 ¥ No School
19 ¥ Come See Us in Action 
21-22 ¥ 7th Grade Play CafŽ 007
31- April 4 ¥ Emphasis Week

Tandem students met and talked with 
candidate Rudy Guiliani at the New 

Hampshire Primary.

Think About It !Think About It !

by David Slezak

In the evening, at a small town VFW hall, students 
were entertained by actor Chuck Norris as they 
awaited the arrival of Governor Mike Huckabee of 
Arkansas. HuckabeeÕs speech was rousing and 
then he played a few songs with the rock band on 
his signature bass guitar. Chips and chili fed his 
enthusiastic supporters.  

Tandem students tried to attend a late-night rally 
for Senator Barack Obama, but as the chance to 
get in seemed rather slim they returned to the 
church for reflection and discussion.  

The next day found them in a restaurant where 
Mayor Rudy Guiliani would be having lunch. Allen 
asked the hostess exactly where Guiliani would be 
sitting, then moved Tandem to the very next table. 
They were warmly greeted by Mayor Giuliani, who 
posed for a photo with them. 

Shortly thereafter, Senator Evan Bayh of Indiana 
sat down nearby. Bayh commented to the Tandem 
students that it was a similar experience, his being 
part of a primary election, that sparked his interest 
in political service. Perhaps a spark was lit for 
another future political candidate.

Allen led the students in a Òget out to voteÓ drive 
on election day itself. They worked out of Senator 
John EdwardÕs office and canvassed several 
Manchester neighborhoods. On the final night, 
Tandem students attended Hillary ClintonÕs gath-
ering, and met Hillary, Bill, and Chelsea Clinton.

Allen sums up the trip, ÒThere's something special 
about traveling to a place where people actually 
say "I won't vote for a man unless I've shaken his 
hand at least once." January in New Hampshire 
means meeting the people you've only seen in the 
media - and all in a place where that's an everyday 
occurrence. That makes politics real in a way I 
loved getting the chance to share.Ó Another 
wonderful ÒTandem TraditionÓ may have been born.S
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If two or three persons should come 
with a high spiritual aim and with 
great powers, the world would fall 
into their hands like a ripe peach.Ê

Ñ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Tandem Friends AP US Government students made 
history when Liz Bower, Ben Cole, Katie Knight, 
and Brendan Mahoney and their teacher Allen 
Robinson spent four days engaged in the New 
Hampshire Presidential Primary. Based on AllenÕs 
experiences, his many politically involved friends, 
and his willingness to Òmove to the front of the 
crowd,Ó Allen gave the students an experience full 
of learning, service, and fun. 

Tandem students met major and minor presidential 
candidates in a variety of settings, in towns large 
and small. World Cultures teacher Janet Legro 
arranged for the group to be hosted by her parentsÕ 
church in Concord, New Hampshire, which shared 
their community hall floor at no charge.

The first morning, students sat in the front row of 
a Òtown meetingÓ led by Senator John Edwards. 
His populist style was impressive, his determination 
notable. He introduced people who were not being 
well served by our Òfor profitÓ health care system. 

On the steps of the New Hampshire State House, 
standing on twelve-foot piles of snow, students 
waited for Senator John McCain and the ÒStraight
Talk ExpressÓ bus. Seeing many signs warning of
global warming, McCain immediately addressed 
those concerns and promised to make them a 
priority in his administration.

New Hampshire Primary Creates Personal HistoriesNew Hampshire Primary Creates Personal Histories

The March 1st Parent Association fundraiser, The Talk of Tandem, proved 
a great success, combining silent auction items with a live auction of 
exciting vacation properties. A Pimento catering served delicious food, 
and Tandem-associated bands Pixy Led (Carleigh Nesbit and Fiona 
Balestrieri) and Pantops Trio (Ann McAndrew) provided musical perfection. 
Many thanks to organizers Ginny Lorber and Kelly Corbett for their tireless 
efforts to create a meaningful evening for the donors, auction participants 
and attendees who made a life-altering gift to Tandem and the diversity 
students whose lives enhance our community on so many levels.

We are delighted to announce that the Edward E. Ford Foundation has 
awarded us a $75,000 matching diversity fund grant. E. E. Ford has 
provided financial assistance for diversity in the past. Tandem has until 
December 31 to raise the matching amount of $75,000 through various 
fundraising events, donations and grants. All proceeds exceeding $10,000 
from the PA fundraiser will help match the diversity grant. Individual 
donations can help make up the rest, so please consider sending a 
Diversity Fund donation to Tandem in care of the Development Office.

Ñ Rosalyn Berne, Former Head of School at Tandem Friends

What is being questioned here is humanityÕs emotional, 
intellectual and spiritual capacity to use [knowledge] 
well, in light of the prospects for the increased ability of 
humans to manipulate and control matter with precision 
and to specification.
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(Read more about Rosalyn on page 6.)




